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sJIA is a chronic inflammatory illness characterized by fever and join pain.

Although its etiology remains unknown, extremely elevated serum level of IL-18 is a cardinal
feature of the disease. When the inflammatory condition is not properly controlled, there often
exists s risk of inducing macrophage activation syndrome, or MAS, which occasionally leads to fatal
outcome. It is therefore very important to establish efficient system to diagnose sJIA early and
predict the onset of MAS timely to start immediate therapeutic intervention. In this study,
several biomarkers were found to be useful for this purpose and risk factors of MAS induction was
also revealed. The whole study contributed a lot to the diagnosis and treatment of sJIA/MAS.
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