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This research has promoted comprehensive research on animal domestication

and use of animals in East Asia, especially Japanese archipelago. Focusing on dogs, pigs and horses,
we established methodology to reconstruct ecological niche and genetic information, and applied to
animal remains excavated from Japan, Korea, China. The analysis of dog remains from the Kamikuroiwa
rochshelter site, the oldest burried dog in the Japanese archipelago, was carried out, and we
evaluated the relation between Jomon people and dogs based on direct evidence. The genetic and
isotopic analysis was carried out with horse remains in the Kofun period. The analysis of pid
remains from the Ryukyu Islands was carried out to reconstruct the use of domestic animal.
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