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This research was intended to better understand the course of international
state-building in Timor-Leste, particularly focusing on the friction between international”
cultures of governance which underlie the newly implemented modern-state institutions, and local
cultures of governance which had been forged through the country®s history. This study has
critically examined the conventional methodology which has widely been used in studies of
international state-building, and proposed an alternative methodology to better understand
state-building in Timor-Leste. Based on this original methodology, the study has identified the way
in which newly implemented state-institutions are repeatedly interpreted and practiced in accordance
with local cultures of governance. Moreover, this study has shown that the discourse of culture and
tradition often serves as a lens for the local people to see liberal-democratic norms and
institutions as "foreign® and reject their legitimacy.
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