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Various biometric technologies used a person’ s unique physical
characteristics such as fingerprint, vein, iris, face have proliferated in the context of
globalization. Fingerprinting was the first technology capable of accurately identifying individuals

and it was first devised by the British in the late 19th century during the colonial rule of India.
When its practicability was verified by implementation in India, it was immediately used in not
only the British homeland but the various colonies and countries. | wondered why the demand for
identification technologies increased in our so-called surveillance society and is regarded as a
means of ensuring “ security” and “ safety” . In this project, | analyzed the uses and purposes of
recent biometric technologies and then investigated a historical transition which has taken place in
the control of the human body. | presented some valuable perspectives for considering the
contemporary situation within a historical framework.
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