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Process of pediatric psychiatry nurses to acquire caring skills for school-aged
children with developmental disabilities
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This research was conducted to clarify the process that pediatric psychiatry
nurses go through to acquire the skills to provide care for school-aged children with developmental
disabilities by interviews with nurses, and developed a process model.

In the early stages of their involvement with children, nurses noticed a difference between

caring for individuals compared to a group of them, and they were unsure how to proceed. Nurses have

learned how to provide care for children by reflecting on previous difficult experiences among
peers as well as with self-reflection to identifﬁing issues they have. Through this process, the
nurses started to think of more than one approach, so they can more readily provide an appropriate
response to various situations. This research suggested that open communication between senior and
junior staffs is vital in acquiring and sharing nursing skills for school aged children with
developmental disabilities.
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