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Works of Keisuke Ito, a famous naturalist and herbalist in Edo period
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i About 5000 unmounted herbarium specimens are stored in the National Museum
of Nature and Science, Tsukuba. These specimens, of which larger part have been called to be

collected by Keisuke Ito, a famous naturalist and herbalist in Edo period. In Japan so-called modern
science including natural history was introduced from western countries after Meiji Period started
in 1868, and before that no modern science did not diffuse because of the policy of national policy
of seclusion except the Netherlands.
However, in this study it becomes clear that some basic research of Japanese floras started in the
late Edo period. Keisuke Ito (1803-1901), who was learned botany from P. F. Siebold, published a
text book of botany, Taisei-Honzo-Meiso in 1829. In this study it makes clear that Keisuke also made
herbarium specimens, which are basic material of botanical research. This indicates that some field
of modern sciences practically introduced into Japan before Meiji period, through material base.
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