©
2015 2018

Research on hearing aid needs and hearing aid wearing effects in the elderly
requiring care

Suzuki, Keiko

3,600,000

87 74
62

MMSE 31 9 7

Q0L

Eighty-seven cases admitted to a long-term care facility, 74 cases attending

an adult day-care center and 62 healthy elderly persons underwent hearing evaluation (ear
eggmination, audiometry, questionnaire on hearing), and if needed, induced to trial use of hearing
aids.

Seventy percent of the residents of the long-term care facility, all the daycare users, and all the
healthy elderly were able to perform pure tone audiometry, and the hearing loss was recognized in 90
%, 78% and 56% of them respectively. Environmental arrangement and support devised, the trial use of

hearing aids was possible and effective even for the residents, but poor physical condition and
severe dementia inhibited wearing. After the trial period there was no difference in MMSE between
the trial and control groups. As for the day-care-attender, 9 of 31 accepted the trial listening, 7
continued and 5 bought their own machines. As for the healthy elderly, 14 of 22 accepted and 6
started to use their own machines.
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