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The purpose of this study is to examine the validity of the following four

research subjects: (1)same age groups, (2)kindred or both paternal and maternal relatives, (3)a
small shrine or sacred place as a village religious center, (4)the role of women. The four subjects
were presented from the perspective of cultures embedded in everyday life by the preceding research
which critically reconsiders the fundamental cultures shared in the maritime areas of the East China
Sea. For this case examination, | conducted fieldwork in villages or similar fields where cultures
deep-rooted in community life are assumedly maintained. These research fields are located near the
border between Japan and South Korea. As a result, | found that the four research subjects apply to
many cases. This result supgorts the new argument for common cultural foundations which underlie the
surface of local cultures beyond the Japan-Korea border and moreover spread throughout the maritime
areas of the East China Sea.
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