©
2015 2017

On the Theoretical and Historical Relationship between Utilitarianism and the
Theories of Evolution

Kodama, Satoshi

2,300,000

J.S. 19

This research project examined the implications of theories of evolution to

ethics, mainly from the viewpoint of utilitarianism, which is one of the main theories in
contemporary normative ethics. Specifically, it first explored the historical and theoretical
reasons why the classical utilitarians in Britain in the 19th century such as J.S. Mill or Henry
Sidgwick did not think that the theories of evolution has any implications to ethics. Second, it
also examined P. Singer"s understanding of the theories of evolution and how he connected them to
his own normative theory. The results of this research are repeatedly discussed with researchers
in Japan and foreign countries. Along with several published articles, it resulted in the
publication of a Japanese translation of an introductory book on evolutionary ethics.
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