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The aim of this project is to clarify globally the image of China in
Eighteenth-Century France through analyse of the Encyclopedie and other related documents. In those
dazs, China played a role mirror which enables authors to have reflections on European civilization;
they argued on Europe in talking about China. The Encyclopedie was precisely a battlefield of this
polemic, and China was the subject of various discussions by Diderot, Jaucourt and D"Holbach.
Encyclopedists like them were based on preceding works such as travel writings, not without bringing
their own point of view. By way of cross-referential lecture with source texts, the image of China
in the Encyclopedie was to be presented positively.
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