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Shodo (Predication Literature) and Engi_(Foundation Stories) as seen through
the Prism of Ritual - Rebuilding the Religious Spaces of the Middle Ages
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This research project strives to recreate the religious space of the
Japanese middle ages. It is built on an interdisciplinary workflow, made possible by our extensive
collaboration with specialists in various disciplines of the humanities. First, we actively gather
data through comprehensive field work. The rituals, painted engi scroll telling stories and
predication texts collected this way are then analyzed and explained, in order to re-integrate them
within the ritual context in which they acquired their initial significance. This allows us, in
turn, to shed new light on the mechanisms at work in the medieval religious space. As a whole, this
project strives to establish a new method to analyze such spaces in the context of literary studies.
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