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The Culture and History of Quotation : a Study on the Act of Rewriting in French
Literature from the Middle Ages to the 20th Century
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Taking French literature as our research field, this project aimed at
establishing a historical perspective on the phenomenon of secondary use of literary material. We
did this by conducting micro-level analyses of individual authors and their works, while also
identifying the conflicts in them caused by the geographically and historically conditioned
frameworks of literary production. Through two sessions of specialist lectures, one academic
symposium devoted to this problem, and two volumes of essays on the topic of rewriting, we traced
the historical changes in the relations between originality and imitation, between original
composition and rewriting, and positioned the “ poetics of quotation” proper to each writer and
their work as deviations in the literary norms of their era.
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