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Acquisition of Japanese verbal compounding: Theoretical and experimental studies
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It is widely known that verbal compounds (hereafter “ V-V compounds” ) which

consist of two verbs but function in the same way as single verbs are available in some East Asian
languages. Among them, Japanese allows the richest variety of V-V compounds, and many theoretical
studies have shown that V-V compounds in Japanese can be divided into two types: lexical and
sKntagtic V-V_compounds. i i i i )
The aim of this research project was to elucidate how Japanese-speaking children acquire these two
types of V-V compounds. Our experiment revealed that there is a developmental stage in which
lexical V-V compounds are already acquired while syntactic ones are not. Our corpus analysis also
found that children acquire lexical V-V compounds and creative nominal compounds at around the same
time. Based on these findings, we propose that the Compounding Parameter (e.g., Snyder 2007)
regg!ates the availability of lexical V-V compounds, as well as nominal compounds and other complex
predicates.
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