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A study of Middle Chinese phonological history by paired speech materials
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Middle-Chinese has evolved from Ancient-Chinese, and is in a stage before
transition to Modern-Chinese. In this study, we tried to use paired speech materials in the Yuan,
Ming and Qing eras, and to accurately grasp the phonological system that those materials reflect. In

the Edo period of Japan,“ Tanghua” was transmitted from China, and many textbooks for teaching
Chinese were created. “ Tanghua” reflects Chinese language in the Ming and Qing periods, and is
useful for researching Modern-Chinese phonological history.
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