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Language development and use by a receptive bilingual
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At the study’ s outset, the main purpose was to determine the
characteristics and functions of the mixed language uttered by the subject, D, a receptive bilingual
whose productive abilities were extremely different between her two languages. As she grew, D
gradually used less Japanese, eventually speaking only in English. Relevant data being unobtainable,
the research plan was revised. However, the new plan is still consistent with the bigger frame of
the study, which is to investigate how this subject used her two languages in the course of growing
up. The revised research purposes are: (1) to unveil the dynamic trajectory of how D and her mother
select and use the two languages; and (2) to contemplate what forces motivate that active and
changing trajectory.
The data analysis suggests that changes in D' s language use tracked the changes of her maturation.
The mother’ s language use changed too, in complementation to D' s.
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