©
2015 2018

Fre?ueﬂcy effects in phonetic and morphological variations in the Present-day
Englis

Fukuda, Kaoru

800,000

[u:]

[u:1 [ul

The current research, using Present-day English corpus investigation, showed
that there are significant differences between the target item groups with respect to
grammaticalization and vowel shortening phenomena under investigation. Although the observed
differences could not be shown to be directly related to their frequency differences, there remains
a possibility to the effect that the most highly frequent member among the items leads less frequent
members to be subject to the phenomena in question, based on structural similarities between the
two members. The phenomena examined here can be viewed as examples of lexical expansion via
analogy, a hypothesis worth pursuing.
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