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The present study was conducted with an ori?inally designed grammar test
and questionnaire, both of which were comprehensive enough to cover all the grammatical items
listed on The Course of Study for Junior High Schools, Foreign Languages (2008) and The Course of
Study for High Schools, Foreign Languages, English (2010). With these research tools, the study
attempted to answer three research questions: (1) how Japanese EFL university students® accuracy
rates for different grammatical items would be related to their perceived difficulty levels for
these items; (2) whether Japanese EFL students®™ and teachers®” perceived difficulty levels would be
similar to or different from each other, and (3) how Japanese EFL students® grammatical competence
would develop while receiving EFL education at the secondary school level. Based on the results of
analyses, the study offers several pedagogical implications for grammar instruction in Japanese EFL
classrooms.
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