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This study was conducted to investigate whether eye tracking technology
could be employed as an assessment of learners’ behaviors and proficiency levels on reading.
Participants are Japanese university EFL students from three different proficiency levels of CEFR.
Participants’ eye gaze records were analyzed and compared while reading essays for four different
readabilitK levels of reading materials. The results indicate that more advanced level students tend

to show shorter period of fixations with certain rhythmical patters whereas lower level students
expressed longer period of fixations with no particular patterns. As for the readability level
differences, upper level students showed shorter period of fixations; however, lower level students
expressed longer periods. Suggestions for E-Learning materials and tools to help students improve
reading proficiencies are also introduced.
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There are now more than seven .pmy\lr 1n the workd. In fact, the number of people on Earth today
18 o than doubde that of 50 years ago, Some people believe ~ like Thosas Makthus in the 15th century
thast the fust growth of the population is a big problem. They say the populistion grows faster than our
abilityto prodie food, and the result ks starvation for millioes of people.
O the cther hand, people think that nstursl disasters like famue, dasease, earthiuakes and foods, and
also war, keop the population a¢ a steady level. In the past the number of barths was nearly equal to the
tmber of deaths, but today most of us live mady Jonger becase of impeoved health care, food and a
better standard of living. Population growth cun be o problem for ary country. It moans a greater need for
food, infisstructure and servioes, This 18 bess of a problem for countres with strong econsmies or with 4

lot of natursl resouross.  Each country has o differnt growth rated for example, most Eumpean

countries huve & Jow growth mte, But many Astan and Afiican countres a have high one, and those
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