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Pragmatic competence (namely, ability to use language apﬁropriately in the
sociocultural context) has not been adequately incorporated into today’ s English language education
in Japan. This points to the importance of enhancing language teachers’ professional development

in the area of instructional pragmatics.

This research project assisted in filling this gap by: 1) updating an open online database useful

for pragmatics-focused instruction, 2) revised and expanded a teachers’ resource book on teaching
and assessing L2 pragmatics, and 3) researched teachers’ professional development in general and in
teaching L2 pragmatics in the U.S. and Italy and explored its potential application to the Japanese
context.
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