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Mastering specialized vocabulary ranks top in the English learning needs in
healthcare-related college programs. A specialized vocabulary test was developed targeting the
students in the introductory stage of their studies. The test items were developed through the
analysis of an originally compiled corpus of patient education materials. Three types of
multiple-choice questions (English-Japanese, Japanese-English, and sentence completion) were
employed. In addition, two types of multiple-choice questions (selecting from written Japanese
options and selecting from aural English options) were employed to test the sound-meaning
association. The test was conducted using an online system. The spelling-meaning association score
showed a strong positive correlation with the general English placement test score while the
sentence completion score showed a weak but significant positive correlation with the anatomy score

in Japanese.
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urinary tract, spinal cord
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