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A Study on the Water Transport in the Western Japan Sea in the Middle Ages and
the Distribution Structure of the Sanin Area
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This research clarified the distribution structure of the San-in region in
the Middle Ages by studying its linkage with the water transport in the western Japan Sea. For
example, Toda castle town developed rapidly in the first half of the 16th century with the expansion

of the Sengoku Daimyo Amago clan, and connected the inland and the sea under the influence of iron

processing industry. In another example, Kizuki, the town in front of lzumo Taisha Shrine, developed

rapidly under the influence of the development of Iwami-Ginzan silver mine in the latter half of
the 16th century, and also played an important role as an iron shipping port, so it tied the inland
and the sea more strongly.
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