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Urbanization and socio-political sphere in a French provincial city: local
governance approach
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We analyse the mechanism how the so-called urban problems emerged and what
the characterisics of effective urban policy are, taking as an exemple the history (1960-2010) of
the two collective housings located in the city of Montpellier, sothern France. We found that
mechanis of the emergence of urban problems must be analyzed , not only at the level of "politics of

identity"” such as the arrival of many (mainly Magleb) immiglants, but also at the social and
economic levels such as the relation with the housing market, the characteristics of dwelers®
movement and of the human relation amoung them, or the spatial structure of each collective housing.
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