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A cultural anthropological study on U.S. military base redevelopment in Okinawa:
the case of Yomitan Village
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This study aims to trace the history of a US military base redevelopment
project in Yomitan Village, Central Okinawa, and identify the achievements and challenges of the
project. The project was created by the joint effort of former landowners and the local government,
and it was intended to develop 70 percent of the land for agriculture and the rest for public use.
Previous studies have described this unique project as a possible example of* endogenous
development” in Okinawa. This study, however, reveals that the project faced many difficulties, for

example, the emergence of differences in opinion amongst the landowners over agriculture-oriented
development.
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