©
2015 2018

Criminal cases and judicial procedure in Tokugawa Japan
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In the time of Edo period, victim was recomended to bring a suit against the
prepetrator. After checking the complaint of the victim, judge of the shognal central court decided
to order the local officers to arrest the perpetrator and take him to the court when it seemed that
there was a heavy charge of crime. when it seemed that there was no crime suspition, judge ordered

the victim to bring the court subpoena to the perpetrator and to confront him in the court. It seems
that there was a desire of authrities to avoid the burden to prove a guilty of perpetrator. That
seems to have the meaning of avoiding the risk of failure of guilty proof by authrities.
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