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This study aims to clarify the factors that have prompted the reorganization

of welfare states in Latin America, which has experienced democratization in the past three
decades. Using official statistics of social expenditure and cases studies, it provides the
followings. Since the 1990s, countries in the region have restructured their welfare states by
increasing the disbursement of non-contributory social assistance, with an emphasis on social
protection for the poor, which had been traditionally excluded from social insurance schemes.
Specifically, the expansion of conditional cash transfer policies, the institutionalization of
social pensions, and the strengthening of coordination between welfare and labor policies were
promoted. This study also demonstrates that the trend of reorganization of welfare states, which has
converged on universalization of benefits, is common in the region, and is not determined by
political factors such as the degree of democracy and partisanship.
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