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A Studﬁ of Microhistory of Water Usage, Production and Life in certain Regions
from the Early Showa Era to the 1970s
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The findings of this study can be summarized in two main points.

First, as a result of urbanization and river pollution during the rapid growth period between
1955 and 1973, residents and farmers who noticed the limitations of the systems enabling and
supporting water usage that predated said period launched various movements to make the local
governgent reflect the public opinion in its policies. Thus, a new policy on water usage was
created.

Second, due to three key factors of this period (rapid changes in lifestyle, regional
disparities in the infrastructure necessary for daily life, and the policies by the Ministry of
Construction), conflicts of interest in water usage intensified in the 1970s, forcing local
governments® policies on water usage to change. This set the stage for the new riverside space
formation that took place in the 1980s and beyond.
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