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I researched why the US requested the Japanese government to execute the
voluntary export restraint of automobiles in 1981. | focused on the trade policy for the Japanese
automobile industry between 1979 and 1981. The first, | showed that the Carter administration
changed from the negative position to the positive position on the restriction of the automobile
import from Japan. But the Carter administration did not realize the restriction because it did not
have a legal framework for the restriction. The second, | picked up the Reagan administration®s
trade policy for the imported automobiles from Japan. There were the conflicts between the free
traders and the protectionists in the Reagan administration. To solve the conflicts, the Reagan
administration requested the voluntary export restraint for the Japanese government. Because it was
able to protect the free trade position of the US as a symbol and the US automobile market.
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