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This study focused on the relationships between the level of a person’ s
education and the status of the occupation he/she achieves after completing that education. We
applied statistical techniques using several larger datasets at the national level. When we
analyzed the Japanese census data over the years, we found that the relationship between education
and occuEation has weakened dramatically especially in recent years. This implies that the benefit
of a higher education is decreasing. We tried to find explanations. We also looked at the data in
the United States for a cross-national comparison. We found the differences between the two
countries in the following manner: in Japan, regardless of the level of education, we see a
difference between males and females in the type of occupation they achieve; however in the U.S.,
such gender difference disappears once one achieves a higher education.
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