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This study is part of a bigger project that reconsiders our conception of
childhood: children and childhood are keys to our society. By following networks of the discourse,
knowledge, institutions, and daily activities, this research tried to deconstruct the conception of
socialization, which has been propagated by sociologists. First, | tried to introduce a European
trend known as the new wave of childhood sociology and my own critical reading of it, elaborating my

own framework to show alternative views on the modernity of childhood. Second, | conducted
empirical studies on periods of reconstructing childhood in Japan: wartime student mobilization and
pupils’ evacuation as well as a few contemporary local activities regarding children’ s rights in
the context of new public management.
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