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Making Democracy Work in Japan-ltaly"s Borderland: Comparative Border Processes
and Local Responses
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This research studies how border inhabitants have responded to border policy
since the end of WWII to the present. I focus on the Yaeyama islands (Japan) and Trieste (ltaly) as
objects of comparative analysis. | obtained the following conclusions.

First,l propose a new perspective called the "problem-implicating approach™ to border studies.Using
this approach,l suggest that features of Japanese and Italian border disputes since W indicate an
"un-liquidation of Empire"™ which began at the end of WWI.Second,l clarified three factors that have
influenced Japan®s unresolved border disputes,although Italy has been successful at dealing with
territorial issues.Third,we examine how border locals organize protests against the state"s border
Bolicy.Most of the local inhabitants oppose the establishment of the Yaeyama Islands®self-defense
ase deployment plan and the border block fence of Istria,and witness the "militarization of
everyday life" at the local and national levels.
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