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Gender-specific effects of attending college: Comparing ex-ante return with
ex-post return

HIGETA, Takeshi

3,000,000

This study aims to investigate the determinant factors that affect the
course selection of high school students. Listed below are the results from a questionnaire survey
of high school students and their mothers. First, we observed that the mothers’ estimation of the
return to education was subjective and was directly related to the academic background of the
mothers, i.e., the higher the academic background of the mothers, the higher their estimated return
to education, and the lower the academic background, the lower the estimated return to education.
Second, it was not the lifetime income of the mothers but the annual income and academic background
of their spouses that was reflected in the mothers’ estimated return to education. Third, the high
school students whose mothers estimated a higher return to education were more inclined to have a
desire to go to college.
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