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Interspecific competition between sika deer and Japanese serow in habitat use
and food resources
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Regarding interspecific competition for habitat and food resources between
Japanese sika deer and Japanese serow, a large herbivore living in Japan, this paper carried out (1)
evaluating habitat use trends of both species using camera trap, (2) clarifying food species
composition of both ungulates by DNA barcoding using next generation sequencer.
The results of (1) showed that the utilization trends in the forest differed seasonally and
spatially between the two ungulates. The results of (2) showed that there is almost no difference in
the species composition of food plants, although the frequency of appearance of specific food plant
species is biased among species, therefore suggested that the decline of understory vegetation by
deer may intensify the competition of food resources of both ungulates.
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