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This study examined the night soil disposal policy in Tokyo, Osaka, and

Nagoya, and showed that the night soil recycling system was a reasonable way and contributed to
alleviating hygiene problems in prewar Japan.

Although Tokyo and Osaka experienced the failure to build sewage disposal systems and expanded the
night soil recycling systems as a realistic plan, the City of Nagoya used both sewage disposal
systems and the night soil recycling system to address both sanitation and financial problems.

In the study about postwar Japan, the government provided a large amount of subsidy for
improvement of people®s living standard and pollution prevention. The policy promoted the spread of
sewage systems and the conversion vault toilets to flush toilets.
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