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. This study aims to elucidate the ontogenetic origin and transmission process
of culture-specific person cognition. Specifically, we examined how culture influences the
development of moral inference and social evaluation in early childhood by an experimental approach.

Three studies of children aged 6 months to 4 years and their parents suggested that culture-specific
person cognition appeared around 3 years of age. Also, it is suggested that the parent®s
child-directed speech in preverbal infancy may serve as a scaffolding for the child to interpret the
other®s behavior and that culture-specific attentional processes. In addition, it is considered
that we established the research base of developmental research by cultural psychology approaches,
which is one of the few in the world.
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