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This study was aimed to improve usability of digital archives by aggregating
metadata of archived resources to enhance their accessibility and visibility and by linking the
archived resources across archives for users to broaden their scope for search and access, i.e.,
serendipity.
This study was initially planned to improve the usability of archived resources of Great East
Japan Earthquake archives which are mainly photographs, and the resources of popular culture such as
Manga, Anime and Game and those of intangible cultural heritage were included in the scope of this
study. New technologies and knowledge are required for these resources because disaster, popular
culture and intangible cultural heritage are rather new genres for digital archives.

The major outcomes of the study are the new data models and technologies based on the models for
metadata aggregation and linking across digital archives.
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