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Estimation of historical record of Nankai Earthquake from the tradition of the
submerged village "Kuroda-gori"

Tokuyama, Hidekazu
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To understand the meaning of the oral tradition “ Kurodagori” , where is one

of the villages in Kochi prefecture submerged during 684 Hakuho earthqukake, we investigated the
submerged structures and stuffs at Tsumajiro, Kashiwajima, and Nomi-bay in Kochi Prefecture.
Multiple rock physical and chemical analyses were performed on the stone pillars in Tatsukushi site,
and we found that porosity, grain density, and major components of chemical compositions of the
pillars were quite similar to those of building stones (stone foundation, stone step) in Tsumajiro
area and the Miocene Tatsukushi sandstone formation. By referring historical documents and
radiocarbon dating result, we conclude that the Tsumajiro pillars were obtained from a quarry in
Misaki area, Tosashimizu city, more than 100 Kears ago. Then, the pillars were used in Tsumajiro
village as building stones. Typhoons and Earthquakes occurred before 1970s’ probably induced strong
floods to transport the pillars on land to sea.
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