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This study investigated whether and how Japanese learners of English
understand five situational dimensions (protagonist, intentional, causal, temporal, and spatial
dimensions) of narrative texts during reading. Four empirical studies using a self-paced reading and

an eye-tracking method revealed that learners have little difficulty understanding the intentional,
causal, and temporal dimensions during reading. It was also found that understanding the temporal
dimension depends on learners’ L2 reading proficiency and that relevant character information needs
to be presented and available to learners for the protagonist dimension to be understood. These
findings together suggest that Japanese readers of English understand different situational
dimensions to different degrees. Implications are given for instructions and research methods for
reading in English as a foreign language.
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(@) Martin had been looking forward to his vacation.

(b) He wanted to relax under the sun in a warm place / enjoy winter sports at a cold place.

(c) Martin spent alot of time looking for the best place.

(d) Martin finally spent his vacation at a beach in Hawaii.

(€)

It was the best choice among the places he compared.
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