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A hundred and fifty years have passed since the Meiji-Ishin of 1868. It
could be said that Japan has a mission to reflect on this historical experience which enabled a
rapid catch-up to Western modernity, and to offer this knowledge as part of the common historical
legacy of humanity to other countries and areas of the world which could take a similar path toward
modernization. This research project has aimed to construct a research network in order to analyze
the significance of Meiji-Japan 1n an interdisciplinary manner while integrating internal
perspectives and then relocate it in the context of world history. Toward this end, the project has
sought to promote connections between Japanese historians and the global interest in Meiji history
through active cooperation with foreign researchers.
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