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Welfare State Transformation and the Middle Class: An International Comparative
Study with Political and Fiscal Perspectives
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It is widely acknowledged that Globalization and employment/income
insecurity, along with welfare policy changes, seem to have resulted in the economic decline of the
middle class and decreasing popular support for the welfare state in the 1990s and thereafter.

Reflecting on these contemporary tendencies, we attempted to clarify the policy changes in social
security benefits and tax burden in six countries (Japan, US, UK, Germany, France and Sweden) in
detail. We also explored how the governments sought to gain political support from the changing
middle class and the degree of their success or failure.

The research was conducted in close collaboration of scholars in the fields of political science

and fiscal policy analysis.
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