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Study of social network dynamics at oases of the Arabian Peninsula and the
Sahara Desert over the past half century
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The project examined 50 years of livelihood and landscape changes
experienced by people living in arid land oases in the Middle East and North Africa by comparing
ethnographic datasets of photographs and maps collected by geographers/anthropologists with the
results of follow-up studies 50 years later. The two ethnographic datasets are studies of: In Belbel

oasis, Algeria, by lwao Kobori, 1968-2010, and Wadi Fatima oasis, Saudi Arabia by Motoko Katakura,
1968-2003. Their data and ethnographic collections are valuable for tracing social network dynamics
and changes in livelihood and landscape, especially in arid lands where spatiotemporal variations in

natural and social environments are extremely high. Contemporary researchers have conducted
follow-up research at two locations, which included identifyin? locations and individuals in the
photographs, illustrating land-use patterns by analysing satellite images, and tracing the revival
of costumes and changes in jewellery among women.
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