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A Comprehensive Study of Japanese Buddhist Art in Europe: Digitization and
Synthetic Study of Japonism

Shimatani, Hiroyuki
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There is a large amount of Japanese Buddhist art in Europe. Yet
unfortunately, because of the limited number of scholars in this field, research on this topic has
remained modest. For this reason, we have extensively researched the Buddhist art traveled from
Japan to Europe and identified their information. We have then digitized them and publicized the
data. Through our project, including the exhaustive research at the Museum of East Asian Art at
Cologne Germany (Museum fur Ostasiatische Kunst Koln), we were able to discover a valuable new
collection of Japanese Buddhist art in Europe that was previously unknown. At the same time, our
extensive fieldwork had let us understand that Buddhist art had given a significant impact on
generating Japanese image in Europe. Many museums in Europe had promised to continue supporting our
project. We believe that through Buddhist art, our project enabled us to establish a new and unique
relationship between Japan and Europe.
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The Resurgence of a Picture Scroll from the Rengeo-in Treasury: Prince Sadafusa’ s Copy of and Insertion of Poems within The
Illustrated Scroll of the Battle of Breaking Wind
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