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Investigation of rabies infection risk for the population having habitat of
dog-meat eating in southeast Asian countries
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Culture of dog meat eating is special habitat existing in southeastern Asian

countries but the risk of rabies infection associated with the handling of infected dogs and their
meat is assumed, but the actual situation is not known at all. In a three-year plan, we analyzed
risk factors for possible atypical rabies exposure from dog meat handling in Vietnam and the
Philippines. As a result, it became clear that an atypical infection mode to infect a rabies virus
by eating or treating the infected-dog meat without depending on an animal bite in these countries.
Especially in the dog meat market workers in Vietnam, despite having no history of bite exposure
from dogs and no history of rabies vaccination, they have antibodies against rabies virus and a
I%tent or subclinical infection was considered to be established by the exposure to a small amount
of virus.
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