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In order to standardize treatment for membranous nephropathy (MN), we
investigated the current status of diagnosis, treatment, and epidemiology of the MN in countries of
Asia and the Pacific region including Japan. The medical treatment and patient registration system
of MN were very different depending on the country. The prevalence of anti-PLA2R antibody in primary

MN patients was reconfirmed in Japan as low as about 50%. On the other hand, the prevalence of
PLA2R antibodies in patients in China, Taiwan and Korea were all 80%, equivalent to patients in
Western countries. On the contrary, the prevalence of THSD7A antibody was slightly higher in Japan
than in other countries. In countries where measurement of autoantibodies cannot be performed, it
was concluded that pathological staining of antigens would be the first choice. This study was able
to collect a lot of information for the standardization and diffusion of future MN medical care.
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