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Maritime Archaeology of Manila Galleon and shipbuilding technology
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A maritime archaeological project has been conducted to clarify the detailed

wrecking processes of the Spanish Galleon San Francisco and to understand the shipbuilding of the
Early Manila Galleon and related objects between 2016 and 2018. During the periods, archaeological
searches with remote sensing survey equipment and scientific diving searches were implemented to
locate the possible remains of the San Francisco sunken off the coast of lwawada, modern Onjuku town
in Chiba Prefecture. The surveys built up a new hypothesis that there are two hazardous locations
either where the San Francisco wrecked - shallow water area and off shore waters near Mashione. The
historical records related to the wrecking event of the San Francisco was re-assessed and the other
Manila Galleon wreck sites have been evaluated for comparative study.
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