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The development of young children®s "Don"t Know" response in emotion
understanding: Focusing on facial expression and conversation
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This study investigated preschooler’ s “ Don’ t Know” response in
understanding emotion of others, focusing on inferencing from the situation, inferencing from facial
expression, and daily conversation.In relation to “ situation” , “ Don’ t Know” response occurred
from 5 years old. In relation to “ facial expression” , “ Don’ t Know” response rarely occurred. In
relation to “ conversation” , the partner(s) whom children interacted were changed by seasons and
developmental stage.These findings suggests that the developmental process of recognition “ I don’ t

know about emotion of other(s)” varies among the cues for inferencing the emotion.
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