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A Coexistence of the Atman-Brahman Concepts in the Pali Canon
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There are two kinds of the concepts on the equation of Atman (self) and

Brahman (the highest existence) in the Pali canon. On the one hand Brahmins insisted that they can
reach the highest deity Brahman through cultivating the four Appamanas, on the other hand Buddhists
took Nibbana as the highest state Brahman and insisted that they can reach Nibbana through
cultivating the four Ariya-saccas. The Buddhists approved of the concept of the Brahmins and took it
into the Buddhist training course. But the Buddhists claimed that the deity Brahman is nothing more
than the being caught in Samsara and the Buddha clarified the way to Nibbana, namely, the state
escaped from Samsara. The Buddhists thus tried to have superiority over the Brahmins without denying
their concept. In this structure of the Buddhist training course, even if people train to reach the
highest deity Brahman, it actually means that people proceed to the highest state Brahman of the
Buddhists, namely, Nibbana.
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