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A Diachronic and Synchronic Study of Present Participles in English
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In the study of noun phrases postmodified by present participles, | adopted
a head raising analysis of relative clauses. Based on the historical fact that reduced relative
clauses appeared in Middle English(ME), | investigated the structure of the head noun and the
determiner of the noun phrases postmodified by present participles in ME. I argued that the
antecedent noun phrase of reduced relative clauses had the D structure in the fourteenth century,
based on a construction in which a quantifier "all” precedes the determiner "the." | showed that
reduced relative clauses are explained properly under the head raising analysis.
In the study of noun phrases premodified by present participles, focusing on the function of the
suffix "-ing," | suggested the mechanism of the formation of present pariciples that behave as
adjectives. In addition, | examined the historical development of noun phrases premodified by
present participles that select experiencers as their object.
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Meltzer (cf. 2010: 2229)

-ing
-ing

Play, jump, run
playing, jumping, running
frighten, surprise
frightening, surprising,
love, shine

loving, shining, understand  reveal
understanding, revealing
-ing [Vbo
Vcauss  Veecomel [Veecomel
[Vbol
(1)
(1) a.
[veVereDICATE]
b.
[ve Vbo [veVerepicare]]
c.
[vp Veecome [vpVereDicate]]
d.
[ve Vo [w Vcause [ve VBECOME
[veVerepicarel1]]
(cf. (2000: 110))
[veVerEDICATE]

[veVrrepicate]
[Vbol [Vaecome]
[Vbo Vcaus Veecomel
[vpVrreDIicaTE]  -ing

-ing
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-ing
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