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Development and nationwide promotion of educational model to cultivate
scientific literacy by using advantage of local government institutes for
environment
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We have studied the features of environmental education (EE) by local
government institutes for environment (LGIES) in Japan, with the aim of the spread of EE to
understand environmental issues objectively from the view point of scientific data. LGIEs®" EE were
considered to be characterized by handling environmental data on water environment, atmospheric
environment, etc., and by hands-on learning with chemical analysis and measurement utilizing the
facilities of LGIEs. The result of questionnaire, we developed its format for evaluating the
educational effects of LGIEs" EE, showed the students® improvement of the self-efficacy towards
science and the information search skills. Therefore, LGIEs were expected to have the potential to
be an educational base at local area for improving scientific literacy on environmental issues.
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