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In Japan, people have come to be concerned about military organizations
since the passage of the controversial security-related law of 2015 which expands the role of Japan®
s Self-Defense Forces overseas. With this, more scholars study on military organizations, focusing
on how they interact with society. This study is in the same vein, looking into the ways in which
military organizations establish legitimacy, taking up a case of U.S. Navy during the 1950s.

Drawing on archived documents, this study shows that the Navy whose existence was questioned
after the World War 11 found its way in researches on radiological defense. After 1949 when the
then-Soviet Union succeeded in nuclear development, the Secretary of Defense ordered the Navy
Department to make citizens aware of the Navy"s si?nificance to their welfare. This study suggests
that the Navy monitored radioactive effects of nuclear testing in Micronesia on the island of Guam
under the radiological defense program.
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