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The production of statues and biography at early Japanese Buddhist temples: the
cultural network between temples i1n Chang"an and Heijokyo

KURANAKA, SHINOBU

3,600,000

Japanese biograﬁhies developed from gravestone inscriptions to the
obituaries of high officials found in the Shoku Nihongi, but detailed accounts began with the
epitaphs of Daian-ji temple high monks who had travelled to Japan from several regions of Asia.
These epitaphs consisted of an epic poem and its introduction with many biographical details, and
were produced alongside the high monks® statues by their Japanese disciples. In this research, 1
aimed at reconstructing the history of the syncretism between biographies, epic poems and visual
arts in East Asian cultures by pointing out three stages: 1) the Omi period, 2) the Tenpyo period,
and 3) the early Heian period; and by analyzing its relationship with the construction of Buddhist
temples and statues in the Tenpyo era. Finally, | analyzed many epic poems of Medieval Japan, and
have concluded that the frontispieces of Nanso Satomi Hakkenden are to be considered the best
example of this syncretism in Japanese literary history.
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